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A n o n y m o u s  g lo ssa e  t o  B e d e ’s D e  n a  tu r a  r e r  um  a n d
THEIR ERIUGENIAN BACKGROUND 

Valery V. Petroff, Moskau

This paper draws attention to the anonymous glosses on Bede’s De 
rerum natura published in PL 90 ,187ff. The beginning of these glosses 
is a school collection of grammatical and philosophical excerpts from 
Isidorus, Virgil, and Eriugena. Some of Eriugena-inspired glosses are 
„standard“ and identical with the glosses to Decem Categoriae attribut
able to the circle of Heiric and Remigius of Auxerre. Some glosses re
veal close knowledge of John Scottus’ Peripbyseon. Significantly, the 
glossator needs to turn to Eriugena while explaining such key words 
and word combinations as natura and quadri/ormis ratio.

The glosses themselves are examined. Their sources are identified, 
their context and philosophical contents are under consideration. Two 
questions are discussed: (1) Which of the numerous glossed manu
scripts of the De rerum natura contains Eriugenian glosses?; (2) have 
these manuscripts survived at all?


