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Summary 

The book «Great Prophets and Thinkers. The Moral Teachings from Moses to Our 
Times» written by professor Abdusalam Guseynov (Full member of Russian Academy of 
sciences and the Director of the Institute of philosophy) was published in 1995 (with the 
title «The Great Moralists»). This is the second edition — considerably expanded. 

This book can genuinely be called a unique one: the author describes and reconstructs 
the main moral teachings which have appeared through human history in different cul
tures and within different traditions of thought and which still coexist in contemporary 
societies, allowing the wide variety of personal choices open to their inhabitants. The book 
gives readers an opportunity to better understand the value backgrounds not only of their 
own lives but also those of people of other cultures. 

The book is given over to the ethical teachings of the great spiritual reformers, who 
became the real teachers of humanity — Confucius, Buddha, Moses, Jesus Christ, Mu-
hammed — as well as the great philosophers — Socrates, Epicurus, Kant, Nietzsche, 
Tolstoy, Schweitzer and Zinoviev. Each of these teachings is viewed as a substantive life 
programme, giving its own solution to the key problems of human existence -- the con
nection between happiness and virtue, outer necessity and inner freedom. 

The book begins and finishes with theoretical essays on the nature of morality and its 
role in the modern world. And it includes an appendix with a selection of the most repre
sentational texts from the teachings it discusses. 

The intention of the book was to look at ethics as the way of life. The author analyzes 
ethics in the unity of theoretical and normative conclusions with a special emphasis on 
the last ones. 

Among the man possible names and ethical-normative programmes, those which have 
been chosen for discussion are those which have found a lodgment in popular culture, have 
got character of a sign, and which have thus proved their own vitality by having become 
the backgrounds of different models of moral behaviour. This aim determined the author's 
method of concentrating on the inner logic of the teachings of each system. The method of 
exposition of the author was to describe and reconstruct the teaching of each moralist as if 
it were the author's own position, although without imposing any of them. He has managed 
to get into the spirit of these teachings, accepting and living through each of them. 
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